
 

 

BY LARRY BELGE 

FALCON CHAPTER PRESIDENT 

 

An important event on our state 

calendar is the up coming AFA Florida 

State Convention hosted by the Falcon 

Chapter in Jacksonville.  The location 

is downtown at the Wyndham 

Jacksonville Riverwalk on the south 

bank of the St Johns River.  From the 

Friday reception and throughout the 

convention it will be an enjoyable stay 

for both delegates and families.  On 

Friday, a reception leads off with a   

riverboat (Lady St John) sunset cruise 

with food, entertainment and more. 

(Yes, the main deck is enclosed with  

A/C.)  Enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of 

a real, old-time paddle boat ride down 

the beautiful St. Johns River.  For   

convenience the boat is docked along 

side the hotel. 

 

The Wyndham has provided us with 

a poolside hospitality suite for all to 

appreciate at ground level.  The enter-

tainment outside the hotel and across the 

river at Jacksonville Landing            

Marketplace offers trendy restaurants, 

shops and nightclubs.  River taxis are 

available to travel to locations across the 

river verses walking.  Come join us for 

an outstanding convention for members, 

families and friends.  Registration rates 

are being kept to cost only to support 

these economic times.  Please note the 

June 10 date for early bird reservations 

with a five dollar savings.  You can 

make hotel room reservations by phone 

904-396-5100: Reference AFA.  For 

your GPS driving: 1515 Prudential 

Drive | Jacksonville, Florida 32207. 
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BY COL WILLIAM  PALMBY , AFA FLORIDA AFROTC LIAISON OFFICER 

Cadet Matt Savage was recently named AFA Florida's AFROTC Cadet of the 

Year.  Savage, a Florida native from Lake Worth, is a senior  Research Meteor-

ology student at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach,      

Florida.  He has made the Dean's list each semester for the past 3 years, is a   

member of the National Society of   College Scholars and was invited for       

membership in the Omicron Delta Kappa Honor  Society.  Savage served as   

Commander of the  Lt Gen Kenneth L. Tallman Squadron of Arnold Air Society, 

one of the largest in the nation. 

Cadet Savage held numerous cadet leadership positions, culminating in his 

term as Commander of AFROTC Detachment 157's 350-person Cadet Wing.  His 

cadet wing won the "Lime Cup" competition among Florida AFROTC               

detachments as well as the "Commanders' Cup" athletic competition between    

service ROTC units at ERAU.  Savage has earned 16 awards during his time in the 

cadet wing, and was Distinguished Graduate and "Top Gun" as the #1 of 23 cadets 

in his flight at AFROTC Field Training.  Cadet  Savage was selected to attend  

Undergraduate Pilot Training upon commissioning. 

SAVAGE  NAMED  AFROTC CADET  OF THE  YEAR 
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
TIM  BROCK, AFA (FLORIDA) STATE PRESIDENT 

 

We are moving into the ñhome-stretchò of our 2008-2009 operating year and it has 

been quite a year.  I have just completed reviewing the award nomination packages that 

we sent to AFA Headquarters (all 53 of them!) and the work you have completed this 

year has been amazing.  Iôm sure many of our members and units will be recognized at 

the AFA National Convention for this outstanding body of work.  I look forward to see 

you on stage. 

I hope as many of you as possible can travel to our National Convention in Washington 

on September 12-15.  Registration is now open and the details are available on the AFA 

National Web Site, www.afa.org.  We usually have a big delegation and a great time will 

be had by all.  Remember, weôll be at a new location this year, the Gaylord National.  So 

join us. 

Speaking of conventions, our AFA Florida State Convention is just around the    

corner.  Larry Belge and the folks at the Falcon Chapter have a great weekend planned 

for us in Jacksonville on July 10-11.  Iôm excited because Iôve never been to a conven-

tion in Jacksonville and I look forward to seeing all the events scheduled include the 

river cruise on Friday night.  If you register early, youôll get a $5 discount on the week-

end package.  Just fill out the registration form included in this newsletter and send it in. 

We have several excellent speakers scheduled for the convention including Brig 

Gen Joseph G. Balskus, the Assistant Adjutant General for Air and Commander Florida 

Air National Guard, and Mike Dunn, AFA President and CEO.  The 2009-2010 State 

Officers will be chosen at the meeting and we hope to hear from several of the           

candidates running for AFA National office.  We will also be presenting our AFA Flor-

ida State Awards to our great volunteers that continue to do the work that supports both 

our association and our Air Force.  Yes, AFA Florida continues the Work of Freedom.  

See you in Jacksonville!  Take care. 

AFA FLORIDA  

STATE  OFFICERS 

 
President 
Tim Brock 

Executive 

Vice President 
James (Jim) Connors 

Secretary 
Ransom Meriam 

Treasurer 
Ernest Webster 

Immediate 
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E. Max Friedauer 
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Grady Jordan 

Northeast 
Mike Emig 

Central West 
Robert Cutler 

Central East 
Cheryl Gitlin 

Southeast 
Fran Shaw 

 

 

Appointed Vice Presidents 

Aerospace Education 
Richard A. Ortega 

Communications 
Mark D. Chapman 

Government Relations 
Dennis M. Moran 

Leadership Development 
E. Max Friedauer 

Community Partners 
John Schmidt, Jr. 

 

AFA National Representatives 
S. Sanford Schlitt 
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E. Max Friedaurer 

 

National Director Emeritus 
Martin H. Harris 

Bonnie Callahan 

Dave Cummock 

MAX  FRIEDAUER, AFA (FLORIDA) VICE PRESIDENT LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

As you all are well aware from numerous briefings and articles, unless we make 

Leadership Development a priority in our chapters, state, or region, it will become     

increasingly difficult to recruit and develop new leaders.  I encourage everyone to look 

hard at your inner-self and see if you donôt have a little more to give to AFA and        

volunteer your services in a new leadership position.  We need you and our Air Force 

needs you to make sure we stay a viable Service and provide the protection to our Nation 

that is so important.  Additionally, I encourage that every chapter and state position be 

backed-up with a deputy or assistant.  This will ensure that the position will not go     

vacant when an un-expectant vacancy arises. 

We are again very fortunate in Florida to have a group of dedicated volunteers who 

have agreed to serve our State and Region and have submitted their name for              

consideration in the upcoming elections at our State Convention in Jacksonville on 11 

July.  We welcome and will call for additional nominations from the floor during the 

election, please consider throwing your hat into the ring. 

The current slate of nominees are as follows: 

   President (2 year term):  James B. ñJimò Connors (Hurlburt Chapter 398) 

   Vice President: Michael H. ñMikeò Emig (Red Tail Memorial Chapter 137) 

   Treasurer: Ernest L. ñErnieò Webster (Falcon Chapter 399) 

   Secretary: Ransom ñRanò Meriam (Gold Coast Chapter 351) 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT  AND 

STATE  ELECTIONS  

http://www.afa.org/
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One of the easiest and most effective means of communicat-

ing to todayôs connected audience is through the use of the 

World Wide Web.  Businesses, organizations, governments, and 

individuals in every county of the world have chosen to get their 

message across using the web.  Information can be updated  

almost instantaneously and can be accessed by the intended  

audience at a time and place of their choosing. 

In the spring of 2005 the AFA Florida Regionôs web       

presence changed as the State along with most of the stateôs     

chapters established web pages on a Community Partnerôs 

webhosting service.  First the change in name from .com to .org 

(AFAFlorida.com to AFAFlorida.org) provided a more appro-

priate and representative    description of our site and organi-

zation.  This move also allowed, 

through the use of sub-domains, con-

sistency in chapter site naming con-

ventions using the chapterôs name 

paired with the AFAFlorida domain 

such as eglin.afaflorida.org.  And 

finally through the generous donation 

of hosting services, the move ensured 

that participating chapters could 

maintain a chapter website at no cost to themselves. 

This year the State organization decided that it was time for 

the AFA Florida to assume ownership of both the 

AFAFlorida.org domain and the responsibility for funding.  In 

March, the transfer, in what was all but transparent to most be-

gan and was completed over a single weekend. 

So what changed other than the State organization assuming 

funding?  For the local chapters and visitors to our sites, the 

answer is not much.  But to the state organization we now have 

improved site management and the opportunity to take advan-

tage of features that were not available to us before such as   

expanded email services and Really Simple Syndication (RSS). 

AFA FLORIDA  CONNECTED 
MARK CHAPMAN, AFA (FLORIDA) VP COMMUNICATIONS 

Florida Chapters had and still have a number of options 

when it comes to maintaining a web presence.  Two of our    

Florida chapters have chosen to continue to fund for their own 

domain names and hosting services.  This option gives those 

chapters complete control over design and content as well as the 

ability to choose their domain name. 

Five chapters chose to use the State provided webhosting 

service but to continued to maintain their own website such as 

hurlburt.afaflorida.org.  When using this option the chapter was 

provided space on the AFA Florida server and a File Transfer 

Protocol (FTP) account so they can upload changes to their site.  

The chapter maintains control over the design and content of their 

web site without having to budget for domain name and hosting 

services. 

And finally eight chapters chose to 

have their site hosted and maintained 

by the State.  This option gave the 

chapters limited control, providing 

only contact information for their 

elected officers and links to their 

online newsletters using a boiler plate 

design. 

Although providing complete flexibility in design and content, 

the first two options do require that the chapter have someone 

with the technical skills necessary to design and maintain a web 

site whereas the third requires no such expertise. 

In addition to providing hosting service, the State organiza-

tion is exploring the option of providing email accounts for our 

state officers such as pres@afaflorida.org for the State President, 

thus maintaining consistent contact information as incumbents 

change.  At some point in the future we may also be able to offer 

some version of this to chapters who are hosted on the state web 

server. 

Need to reach the AFA Florida Region Treasurer 
ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΚ  
Looking for registration material for the Florida 
AFA Winter meeting, or do you need the instruc-
tions for nominating that outstanding chapter 
member for a state award?  All that and more 
can be found at AFAFlorida.org. 

THE TIMES , THEY  ARE A CHANGING  
CHAPLAIN  (COL) BOB HICKS, AFA (FLORIDA) CHAPLAIN  

Okay, I admit it. Iôm a child of the sixties. Iôm sure most of you, my readers remember it.  Itôs the time we went from Fatherôs 

Knows Best TV shows to student riots on American campuses. My ROTC building got burned down by a particular extremist     

student group, and I had my first experience with tear gas.  Even though two years of ROTC was required by law at most land grant 

institutions at the time, those of us in our first year of college thought the act of destroying a campus building was a supreme tragedy 

and were outraged. After that, Peter, Paul and Mary came to our campus and sang, ñThe Times, They are a Changingò, and the line 

from ñBlowing in the Windò, ñWhere have all the soldiers goneò was a not so veiled commentary on the unpopular war in Vietnam.  

Though I am no expert on that period or our current one, I do confess with Peter, Paul and Mary, ñThe times they are changingò. The 

feeling of uncertainty, the reality that our most trusted institutions have failed us (banks) and even the cars we drive may no longer 

have a company standing behind them or existing, causes me to wake up in the morning thinkingéòWhat has happened, where can 

we go to regain our footing and security in this world 

When my reserve unit was first deployed to the war after 9/11, I read to them from the Prophet Habakkuk.  He writes, ñThough 

the fig tree should not blossom, and there be no fruit on the vines, and the yield of the olive should fail, and the field produce no 

food, and there be no cattle in the stallséthenéI will rejoice in the God of my salvation. The Lord God is my strength, and he has 

made my feet like hinds feet, and makes me walk on my high places.ò  (Habakkuk 3:17-19.) 

My paraphrase of the prophet goes something like this: though times are as bad as they ever have been, the banks and crops 

have failed, we have no gas in our tanks, or food in the kitchen, we can still trust in the God of our Salvation. Though the times, they 

are changing, we still have the same God who rescues and saves us in the midst of terrible times! 
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BY RICHARD ORTEGA, VP AEROSPACE EDUCATION 

 

The Central Florida Chapter (CFC) awarded $15,000 in   

scholarships to 33 Air Force ROTC cadets assigned to Detachment 

159 at the University of Central Florida . Scholarships were       

presented during the 2009 Awards Luncheon, held April 16, 2009. 

CFC President James Callahan awarded $500 Scholarships to 

the following cadets: Austin Lieberman, Kevin Callin, Timothy 

Holland, Michael Cruz, Matthew Holfinger and Sven Martinez.  

Mr. Callahan awarded $400 Scholarships to Chris Melendez, 

Ralph Soto, Michael Ingram, Andre Jacobs, Yancy Tang, Kathryn 

Vechik, Michael Sanacore, Alexander Gill, Stephen Harden,   

Britiney Grey, Emanuel Diaz, Giovanni Centeno, Christopher 

Roth, Robert Rollins, Laguna Guillermo, Mary Olive, Katherine 

Schaeffer, Nicholas Collazo, Jared Rutkovitz, William See, Jeffrey 

Brunell, Nathan Ott, Schley Peterson, Maxwell Burns, and William 

Jones.  The $1,000 Lt Carlos Arriaga Memorial Scholarship was 

awarded to Nicholas Votipka and the $1,000 General Bruce K.   

Holloway Memorial Scholarship to Scott Callin. Col William 

Palmby, AFROTC Detachment 159 Commander, assisted during the presentation. 

After the presentation ceremony, the Cadre and Cadets of Detachment 159 expressed their sincere appreciation to the 

leadership of the CFC for consistently providing substantial financial support, scholarships and public recognition to the 

cadets.  They are grateful for the chapterôs continued strong support because these scholarships enable the cadets to    

expand their aerospace education horizons as they prepare themselves to become the future leaders of the Air, Space and 

Cyberspace forces that will sustain Americaôs national security. 

CFC AWARDS $ 15,000 IN  SCHOLARSHIPS  TO 

AFROTC CADETS 

Cadet Scott Callin (center) accepts the $1,000 General 
Bruce K. Holloway Scholarship from James Callahan, 
CFC President (right) and Col William Palmby, Com-
mander, AFROTC Detachment 159 (left)  

BY LT COL SHARON BRANCH, AFA (FLORIDA) AFJROTC LIAISON OFFICER 

 

Cadet Colonel Cari A. Gandy from FL-081, Hernando High School, Brooksville, Florida, is the AFA Florida Cadet 

of the Year.  Cadet Gandy served as the Cadet Group Commander, Competition Color Guard Commander, and Kitty 

Hawk Air Society Commander while maintaining a 4.33 grade point average in her academics.  According to her Senior 

Aerospace Science Instructor (SASI), Colonel James C. Crigger, USAF, Retired, her efforts resulted in a rating of 

ñExceeds Standardsò after the unit evaluation.  She spearheaded a school-wide recycling program and participated in 

many other service projects not only in AFJROTC but in other clubs in the school.  Her accolades do not stop at the 

school boundaries as she has been accepted to Cornell where she will pursue a commission in the USAF on an AFROTC 

scholarship. 

 

Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Justin A. Clark is the AFA Kitty Hawk Air Society Cadet (KHAS) of the Year.  Cadet 

Clark is from FL-822, Northeast High School, Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  In his capacity as KHAS Commander, Cadet 

Clark began a tutoring program within his unit that expanded to include students throughout the high school.   This also 

served as a recruiting tool for his unit.  In addition, he works with middle school students on leadership development.  

His SASI, Major Joel R. Phillip, USAF, Retired, said Cadet Clark, ñembraces our core value of Service Before Self and 

participated in community service projects every semester over the last 3 years.ò  Cadet Clark is motivated to succeed 

academically as well, maintaining a 4.0 grade point average.  He is a member of the armed and unarmed drill team as 

well as the Broward County Superintendentôs Own Guard. 

FLORIDAôS OUTSTANDING  AFJROTC CADETS SELECTED  



May 2009           5

 

NEW MEMBERS ARE OUT THERE.  HEREôS HOW TO FIND THEM! 
MIKE EMIG, NORTHEAST AREA VICE PRESIDENT & RED TAIL  MEMORIAL PRESIDENT 

 

On May 1st I was asked to be the speaker at the meeting of the Kiwanis Club of Ocala, FL.  I spoke and I told the 

AFA Story. There were 68 people attending this meeting and I knew only about 20% of them had ever heard of the AFA.  

I gave my presentation and then opened up for a Question and Answer period.  I recruited one person on the spot, a 

USAF veteran and retired dentist (dentists are good people.)  He told me that he had no idea that there was an Air Force 

Association.  I have been told this a lot and from USAF veterans! 

My chapter has had good success in recruiting new members and we are in the running year after year for national 

AFA recruiting awards.  We do this by taking part in community events.  Ask to speak at your area Kiwanis, Rotary, 

American Legion, church groups, etc.  Have your chapter take part in area Memorial Day programs, Veterans Day     

programs, etc.  Get active in your Boy Scouts, Air Force Junior ROTC and Civil Air Patrol units.  If your community has 

a radio station that has a Veterans Program ask to get on that program.  Also send News Releases to your local        

newspapers about your chapterôs activities and announce your chapter meetings.  When you announce your chapter 

meeting let them know that ñGuests are always welcome!ò 

Like it or not you must be a ñProfessional Salespersonò and SELL THE AFA.  If you need help in this area, just let 

me know and I can help.  Over 30 years experience.  We MUST SELL THE AFA.  Itôs not hard.  You sell yourself    

everyday.  Just remember that the key thing to Sales Success in to ASK FOR THE ORDER.  If you just hand them an     

application and walk away youôll never get them to join.  Ask them to join on the spot.   If they say no, then itôs time for 

you to GO TO WORK and SELL THE AFA. 

DENNIS MORAN, VP FOR GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

I have started to plan for selection of our 2009 Legislator of 

the Year and 2009 Congressional Staffer of the Year awards 

which are selected at the July State meeting and then presented to 

the selectees preferably in September at the National Convention. 

Now is the time for each of the Florida Chapters to decide if 

they want to support the submission of a candidate (s) from their 

area.  Please notify me if you intend to submit a candidate and 

then bring copies of your submission backup for distribution to 

the meeting delegates on July 11th. 

When preparing your nominations, please at least cover the 

following items: 

1.  Nominees name and Congressional District 

2.  Years in Congress 

3.  Knowledge and involvement with AFA 

4.  Knowledge and involvement with the military and with veter-

ans 

5.  Congressional committee assignments 

6.  Pertinent bills sponsored or cosponsored 

7.  Other pertinent supporting data 

For your added information, below are the names of the    

active Florida Legislators or Staffers that have been selected by 

AFA/Florida in recent years.  Prior selection does not prohibit 

consideration for reselection. Senator Nelson.  Representatives 

Ros-Lehtinen, Brown-Waite, Mica, Miller, Stearns and Young.  

Staffers Sutey and Konkus. 

If you have any questions, please email me at DMoran1019@aol.com 

UF CADET RECEIVES AWARD 

On Thursday April 16th, the University of Florida Air Force 
ROTC Detachment 150 held their 2008-2009 Awards   Pro-
ƎǊŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ wŜƛǘȊ ¦ƴƛƻƴ !ƳǇƘƛǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΦ  bƛƴŜǘȅ-
four guests, cadre and cadets were on hand and over 20 ca-
det awards were presented.  Red Tail Memorial Chapter 
President Mike Emig (L) awarded  the AFA AS 300 Cadet of 
the Year Medal to Cadet Christopher Thorn. Joining Mike for 
the presentation were (L to R) Brig General (Ret) James Al-
britton and Col Hubert "Griff" Griffin, PAS Det. 150. 

TIME AGAIN FOR CONGRESSIONAL SELECTIONSðJULY  2009 
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TEACHERS SOAR AT  SUN Nô FUN 

BILL  YUCUIS, CFC EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

 

On Saturday, April 25, 2009, amid the buzz of 

activity surrounding the 35th Annual Sun nô Fun   

Fly-In at Lakeland Linder Regional Airport, the 

Central Florida Chapter (CFC) of the Air Force    

Association sponsored the 22nd Annual Educatorôs 

Aerospace Workshop. Educators entering the airport 

property were greeted by hot air balloons soaring, 

ultra-light planes humming along, and everywhere 

you looked, it seemed like another type of plane was 

flying. Barbara Walters-Phillips, CFC member and 

past AFA National Teacher of the Year, has been the 

workshop chairman for 16 years and welcomed 

nearly 200 educators.  After a brief opening cere-

mony highlighted by a speaker from the US Armyôs 

Golden Knights, the educators spread out to attend 

various hands-on workshops and listen to speakers 

discuss aerospace topics. 

 

Educators then spread out to attend three hours 

of hands-on workshops and listen to speakers       

discuss Aerospace education topics.  CFC Vice 

President, Bill Yucuis, who teaches Aerospace     

Engineering in a district magnet program, gave a 

workshop using paper rockets launched with straws. 

Julie Parslow, National Account Manager for     

Educator for USA TODAY, teamed with Bill to give 

a workshop on using USA TODAY resources for 

student research of Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing, and Math (STEM) careers. Billôs students won 

the 2008 No Boundaries National Competition, a 

NASA developed, USA TODAY sponsored STEM 

career research project and he talked about how to 

adapt it to classroom use. Both Julie and Bill spoke 

of the AFA sponsored USA  TODAY programs, 

such as Visions of Exploration. 

 

The teachers returned for the luncheon program. 

CFC members manned an AFA table where they 

explained the AFA mission, handed out old Air 

Force magazines, and showcased the many areas of 

AFA education support, including Teacher of Year 

programs and Educator grants. Jim Callahan, CFC 

President, presented John Burton, Sun nô Fun Fly-In 

President, with a $3,000 check, which allows this 

marvelous event to continue each year. The      

luncheon speaker was Betty Darst, a teacher from 

Dayton, Ohio, who presented a ñliving biographyò 

of Katherine Wright, the younger sister of Orville 

and Wilbur Wright. ñKatherineò brought the Wright 

Brothers to life using a priceless collection of letters 

and photographs as the basis for a multimedia    

presentation. The luncheon ended with special music 

and a wonderful aeronautical demonstration by the 

Civil Air Patrol National Educator team from    

Maxwell AFB. Everyone was then free to enjoy the 

Fly-In Airshow and visit the numerous displays and 

exhibits. 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴ Ωƴ Cǳƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΩǎ     
Aerospace Workshop 

WƻƘƴ .ǳǊǘƻƴΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴΩƴ Cǳƴ Cƭȅ-In accepts a 
$3000 check from Jim Callahan, CFC President 


